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(57) Abstract: COPYRIGHT: (C)1 999.JPO 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To simply collect a keratin 
layer from a skin surface by applying illumination to 
the adhesive face of a keratin layer collecting sheet 
for expanded image pickup, converting the image into an 
electric signal, converting the electric signal into an 
image display signal, and receiving the image display 
signal to display an image. 

SOLUTION: An image pickup head 13 receives an image 
from its tip opening, and circularly arranged lamps 25 
are stored on the inside of a casing 24 to surround an 
optical system 26. A planar light source 27 facing a 
sheet hold section 15 mounted with a keratin layer 
collecting sheet 16 is disposed on the inside of a 
camera mount 12. The light of the lamps 25 is projected 
to the adhesive face of the keratin layer collecting 
sheet 16, the light of the light source 27 passes 
through the adhesive face of the keratin layer 
collecting sheet 16, an image is expandedly photographed 
by the image pickup head 13, the image is converted into 
an electric signal, the electric signal is converted 
into an image display signal, then the image display 
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Notification of Reason for Rejection 



Ground I: 

The inventions set forth in Claims 1 , 3, 1 9, 25 and 26 are known before filing of this 
application, as stated in Japanese Laid-open Disclosure No. Hei 11-309132 ("Reference 

n 

there is no novel problem to be solved which is common to each other and no novel 
substantial feature which is common to each other. 

Therefore, there is no relationship provided under the Patent Law Article 37, 
Paragraph 1, Items 1 and 2 between the inventions set forth in Claims 1, 3, 19, 25 and 
26 and those set forth in Claims 2, 4, 5-18 and 20-24. 

Further, it is apparent that there is no relationship provided under the Patent Law 
Article 37, Paragraph 1, Articles 3-5 between the inventions set forth in Claims 1, 3, 19, 
25 and 26 and those set forth in Claims 2, 4, 5-18 and 20-24. 

Since the present invention does not comply with the Patent Law, Article 37, no 
examination has been conducted regarding the novelty and inventive-step requirements 
with respect to the claims (Claims 6-18, 21-24) except Claims 1, 3, 19, 25 and 26 and 
Claims 2, 4, 5 and 20 which directly depend therefrom. That is, no examination have 
been conducted with respect to Claims 6-18, 21-24. 

Ground II 

The invention under the present application is considered to be an 
invention described in the publication which was distributed in Japan prior to the 
filing of the present application. Therefore, it is considered that the invention is not 
patentable on the ground of Article 29, Paragraph 1, Item 3 of the Patent Law. 

Ground III: 

The invention under the present application is considered to have been 
easy to invent for those skilled in the art on the basis of the invention described in 
the following publications which were circulated in Japan prior to the filing of the 
present application. Therefore, it is considered that the invention is not 
patentable on the ground of the provision of Article 29, Paragraph 2 of the Patent 
Law. 
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[NOTE] 

With respect to Claims 1, 3, 19, 25 and 26 
Based on Grounds II and III 
Cited Reference 1 
(Remarks) 

Reference 1 states about "a method for evaluating a skin surface 
comprising the steps of peeling a keratin layer collecting sheet having an 
adhesive surface after being pressed onto the skin surface of the person to be 
tested, taking the image of the adhesive surface with the keratin layer by a 
image pickup head, and evaluating the skin surface of the person by presenting 
the obtained enlarged image by a display means" and 

"a skin surface evaluation device comprising, a keratin layer collecting 
sheet having an adhesive surface, an image pickup head for taking an enlarged 
image while illuminating the adhesive surface of the sheet and for converting 
the image to electric signals, image display means for receiving image display 
signals to show an image, wherein the keratin layer collecting sheet is formed 
by integrally joining two transparent plastic sheets with an adhesive, one of the 
two transparent plastic sheets has a cutout portion, and the adhesive surface 
which is exposed through the cutout portion is covered by an easily removable 
member." 



Claims 2 and 20 
Based on Ground III 
Cited Reference 1 
(Remarks) 

It is common to evaluate the degree of aging of the skin of the portion at 
which wrinkles of the skin are analyzed. 

Claims 4 and 5 
Based on Ground III 
Cited References 1 and 2 
(Remarks) 

Reference 2 states about disposing a substrate 12 with an adhesive 
layer 16 on a colored background means 14 without being made to stick thereto. 
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List of Cited References 

1. Japanese Patent Laid-open Disclosure Hei 11-309132 

2. U.S. Patent 5,088,502 

At this stage, no reason for rejection has been found regarding the 
claims which are not pointed out in this notice. If a new reason for rejection is 
found, it will be notified. 
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